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7 Bey 8 theſe laſt Ate? NG | 
but one Hour, and thou haſt made them equal unto 
us, which have born the Burden and Heat of the 
Day. But he anſwered one of them, and ſaid, 
Friend, I do thee no Wrong J will give unto 
this laſt, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for 
me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine Eye 
evil, becauſe I am good? So the laſt ſhall be rf, | 
and the firſt laſt, Matt. xx. 11, — 16. | 
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PREPAC 


THE Caſe of late Penitents, though it 


nounce it wholly deſperate. Though it be infi- 
nitely hazardous, 1 can't think it a mw 
hopeleſs. An Inflance or two of ſuc 

reign Mercy I truſt I have met with in the 
Courſe of my Miniſtry, Two or three Years paſt, 


muſt be granted highly dangerous, yet 
J dare not (as ſome have done) pro- 


ſove- 


1 was Fg for to viſit a Perſon of a pretty ad- 


vanced Age, who was capable of walking Ao 


but far ſunk in a Conſumption, Apprebending 


his Caſe to be dangerous (in more Senſes than 


one) I judg d myſelf under a double Obligation to 


manage my Viſits as much as I could to his ſþi- 
ritual Advantage, by diſcourfing freely on di- 


vine Things, praying with him, and ſometimes . 
rehearſing the Subſtance of Sermons, This Per-. 


ſon was poſſefs'd of every Thing that could adorn 


a moral Character: Such as ſolid Wiſdom, 
ſtrict Probity, fweet Prudence, temperate A 
 feftions, with fingular Humani ty, Compaſſion, 


and Benevolence, and an admirable Sweet 
neſs of Temper. And ſhone in every Relation 
of Life; being one of the kindeſt of Huſbands,” 
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iv | The PREFACE. | 
the beſt of Maſters, and the tendereſt of Fathers, 


eſpecially with Regard to the temporal Intereſt 


, his Children, He likewiſe conſtantly fre- 


quented the publick Worſhip of God, and was 
not wholly a Stranger to Duties of ſecret Re- 
tixement. So that theſe Qualifications put to- 
gether, would ſeem to conſtitute him, in the 
Judgment of many, one of thoſe righteous Per- 


ſons that needed “ no farther Repentance. 
However, 752 here was abundant Matter for 


cheriſhing a ſelf-righteous Diſpoſition ; and Plen- 
ty. of what ufually proves Fuel for inflaming the 
natural Pride of the Heart; yet divine Grace 
Wonder fully empti ed this full Moraliſt, and made 
him a humble and hungry Believer, At his ear- 
neſt Requeſt, I repeated my Viſits pretty fre- 
quently for ſeveral Months before his Deceaſe ; 
and diſcours'd largely to him. on the Things of our 
common Faith and Salvation, The Topichs 1 
chiefly inſilled on were, Salvation by the free 
Grace of God, end through the Blood of the 
Lamb ; the Inſufficiency of the beſt human Righ- 
teouſneſs, 10 bear out a Sinner before the divine 
Tribunal; and the Neceſſity o Regeneration, 
viz, that we muſt ſee. to our inward Principles 


of Aion, as well as the outward Performance 


of Duty, and muſt be poſſeſs'd of new and hea- 
venly, Tempers and Aﬀettions as a neceſſary 
Meetneſs far Glory. Iperceiv'd in him a grow- 
ing Concern, about Salvation, and great Hun- 
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« and Thirſtings after a Share in the fpot- 


| 
Righteouſneſs, and fa «7 Sacrifice of 


ps glorious Redeemer : a high Valuation 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his ſacred Per- 
, and ſaving Offices. He loathed bis moſt 


ſplendid Righteouſneſs in 1 Point of Tufttfication. 


And was throughly conſcious that ſuch a Fig- 
leave Covering, as could not bear the diflant 
Thought of Death, muſt be quite ſcorch'd, and 
ſbrivell d up before the flaming Throne of the de- 
ſcending Tage And dreaded left be ſhauld take 
up with reſtraining Grace, for renewing ; com- 
mon Sobriety, for ſaving Faith ; and the Refine- 
ments of moral Virtue, for the renovating Ope- 
rations of the Spirit. After be had combated 
for ſome time with Doubts and Fears, and in- 
ward Diftreſs, it phaſed the merciful God to 
| break in upon him with clear and ſtrong Light 
for his Eftabliſhnent. The Spirit of Supplica- 
tion, for inſtance, was pour d out upon bim in 
fuch a Manner, as he was wholly a Stranger to 
while be reſted in a State of lifeleſs Formality. 
One Night in particular, as he lay down to fleep, 
thofe Words were _—_— and ſweetly dropp d 
upon his Spirit, ſeek ye my Face. To which 
hie gladly eccho'd back, Thy Face, Lord, * will 
1 5 and accordingly ſpent the whole Night in 
rong Cries to God. Thus his Soul follow'd 
| hard Þ after God, while God's Right Hand up- 
held him. 


Cn 
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After this be was viſited with ſeveral ſweet 
Promiſes, which greatly refreſb d his Spirit, ſuch 


as that, the Lord — pardoning Iniquity, Tranſ- 

reſſion, * and Sin, And another a-kin to it 
in the Largeneſi and Riches of its Grace. Let 
the wicked forſake his Way, 


return unto the Lord, and he will have Mer- 
cy upon him, and to our God, for he will a- 
bundantly pardon. By theſe Means his Paith 
grew exceedingly; fo that be lay for ſeveral 
Weeks before his Diteak, ſweetly breathing out 


his Defires after precious Jeſus, and admiring 


the Love of his kind and dear Redeemer, as 


he uſually fliled him. To conclude, ſummoning 
all his Serengeb and Spirits for that Purpoſe, 


be ſpent the aft two Days of bis Life, chiefly 
in giving a moſt ſolemn and ſuitable Charge to 
his very numerous Family, beginning at the 
eldeſt even. unto the laſt ; which was ſo full, 


folemn, and affectionate, that ſeveral who were 


preſent ſaid, they had hardly ever known the like. 
Thus having accompliſtd his Generation-work, 
and happily finiſh'd the Duties of Time, with 
great Calmneſs and Serenity of Spirit he enter'd 
upon the Joys of Eternity. He told me, it griev'd 
bim much that he had os left to turn his Back 

n me: And own'd me for his ſpiritual Fa- 
ther. Fr which Favour I give humble and 


_ ® Exod. xxxiv. 7. f IIa. lv. 7. 


+ and the un- 


righteous Man his Thoughts, and let him 


hearty 
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hearty Thanks to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 775 5 

The Work God upon the Subjeft of this 
Sermon, was much ſpeedier, and carried on with 


ſuch ſudden and irreſiſtible Power, as manifeſtly 


to bear down all Oppoſition before it. For Pm 
bold to call it a Work of God, tho' ſome haue 


unkindly inſinuated the contrary, and charg'd 
the whole as an Impoſture, or deſigned Cheat upon 
the World; ſuppoſing the Relations might com- 


bine in ſuch a Piece of Fraud, in order to 


ſalve a crackt Character. Whereas I know 
none of the Relations who are ſo monſtrouſly 
unnatural and wicked, as to meditate ſuch a 
Piece of Villany, when ſo near a Relation was 
in the Pangs of Death, and juſt entring upon 
an eternal World, And ſome of them who were 
preſent, would, I'm ſure, abhor ſuch vile Deceit, 


as much as any who could be the Authors of 


uch an ungenerous Charge, And if they ſu 
a the 3 to have had a 2 2 
have acted her Part in th? Fraud, who lay in 
the near and certain (not to beg the Queſtion 
by adding, diftreſſing) Views of eternal Judg- 
ment, the Charge riſes ſtill higher, and is ſhock- 
ing to the laſt Degree, But what Lengths will 

not indulg'd and inveterate Prejudice run ? 

Had ſuch a vile Forgery been really tranſ- 
acted, 'twould have been neceſſary to have had a 
few ſelect Perſons only about her, who being all 
in the Secret, might have kept Matters un- 
der the Roſe, and juggi d together to impoſe 
upon 


Nene © a> - pit 


a. th *% 
2 r TOR 0 Is HIS n 


— PI 


ks $5.4 I . = 4 2 ” — 1 * A 4 4 
I * Q os. Nate OR gx "or r - gee: oagt) Py ng. 2 
See n 4 8 was LIT Ar Pe”, 
C * c * 
1 * a4 * 2 64. a 0 
Fe . 
— Arden 
* * 


vis The PREFACE. 


upon the World: Whereas there was the freeſl 
Acceſs for all ſorts of Perſons, Enemies as well 


as Friends, at all Seaſons, And divine Provi- 
dence jo order'd it, by her lying ſo long in thoſe 
Janguiſhing and affli Hive Circumſtances, that a 
great Number of the Neighbours were actually 


preſent, — ſome to view, ſome to viſit, and ſome 


fo comfort her in her calamitous Moments, her 


diſmal Hours of Bitterneſs and Sorrow. T have 


my ſelf convers'd with near thirty of the Neigh- 


Mk. (eucluſive of the Relations) whoſe Names 


I bave in a Catalogue by me, and ſhall readily 
communicate the ſame, to any who defire it for 
their Satisfaction. They all agree, that the Di- 


freſs of her Spirit was vifible and great, and 


that ſbe expreſs d 4 very uncommon Concern 
about her immortal Intereſts. Many of them 
were ſurpriz'd, that any could doubt the Reality 


of the Work ſhe was under. And others, (com- 
petent Fudges of a Work of Grace) told me, 


they wifh'd they had as good Ground of Hope as 
to their own Salvation. So that Perſons of each 
religious Communion, and of different Per ſua- 

s and Intereſts, avowed Enemies, as well as 
profeſſed Friends, muſt all conſpire (moſt of them 
without even the remoteſt Proſpect of Advantage 


to themſelves) to ſupport an abominable Cheat, 


and palm a notorious Lye p the World. 
Credat, & c. You fee what ans Aſurdities 
Palſhnod i is preſi d with, But Truth is open and 


undiſgurs d, artleſs and innocent, and dares con- 


Front the World. Tuas (I hope) a. fincere Re- 


gard 


| The PREFACE. 1* = | 
gurd to Truth, which I knew ſuffer d by this 1 
unkind Oppoſition, that conſtrain d me to what 1 
the Importunities of my Friends never could, | 
viz. to ſuffer a mean Diſcourſe of mine to go a- 
broad” into the World, I acknowledge to the 
Praiſe of ſovereign Mercy, we were favour'd 


with fignal Tokens of God's Preſence, and bo- - MW! 
nour'd with the flately Steps of Zion's Majeſticł 1 
King, at the funeral Solemnity. Tas a Day | | 
of fat Things, as I have fince underſtood, to mu- Tj 


ny. Several of the Members of the Church told 
me, they were much quickned and refreſhed under | 
the Word. Many of the Auditory were difſolo'd | 
in Tears. And tas (I truſt) a Seaſon of ſuch =_ 
extraordinary Light and Liberty, Power and 
 Sweetneſs to my own Spirit, as I have ſeldom en- 
joy'd. Theſe I confeſs were additional Motives, 
and had their Weight in determining my Con- 


ſent, in this Publication: As hoping it might, = : tl 
thro' the divine Bleſſing, be render'd uſeful to 1 
unconverted Sinners, or to Chriſtians of the 1 


loweſt Form in the School of Chriſt. I had great 
and awful, high and admiring Thoughts of this 
Diſplay of divine Mercy, for ſome time upon 
my Spirit; as thinking it worth living forty 
Years in the Wos ld to be honour'd as the Inſtru- 
ment of ſuch a Converſion. And could not but 
gratefully acknowledge, that God had rewarded 
me double for all my Sorrows, Perhaps J 
| have been ſomewhat too ſanguine, in expreſſing 
my Hopes, that all the Children of God would 
fall in with what afpears to me to be fp 
B with 


Xx The PREFACE. 
with ſuch ſtrong and cogent Evidence. I ought to 
have remember d, that the Spirit which is in us 
luſteth * to Envy; ; that great Sinners were 
nut receivd to Fuvour by the Maſter of the 
Houſe bimfelf, without difg ing ſome of the 
weaker Spirits of the Houſhold, , The Saviout 
of the World, whoſe Grace was his own in the 
higheſt Senſe, - could not invite a poor Sinner, 
eſpecially of ſcandalous Life, to ſup with him, 
but ſome perverſe and petulant, 7ho' pardon'd 
Sinners about bim, would ſo far emulate the 
happy Creature, as openly to flomach and reſent it. 
Their Eye was ＋ evil (with a Witneſs) be⸗ 
cauſe he was good. Did not Simon the Le- 
per repine, at the ſingular Favour fhew'd by 
Chriſt to Magdalene, the Sinner and the Peni- 
tent, who had been a Per ſon of lewd and infa- 4 
mous Charatter , tho the poor Creature now 
figh'd, and Bluſtvd, and wept for her Sins, and 
trembled under the Weight of her Guilt ? And 
did not the Prodigal's Brother fland grumbling 
behind the Door, while there was Feaſting and 4 
Muſick within, on Occaſion of the happy Return G 
of his extravagant Brother ? But ſuch as theſe bo 
are Enemies to their own Peace, and the Com- 
fort of their Brethren, as well as the Intereſt 
of our common Lord. They are acting ſadly i} 
out of Character, as forgetting that God's free hn 
Mercy prevented them when they were in their 


Blood, in the _—_ Pollution and W wage G 
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of. their Unregeneracy, if not as vile in Practice 


as the vill. Tn perſuaded ſuch a Temper | 


and Beboviour can't 5 them Matter 


calm and comfortable Re efletion in the Cloſe of 


the Day; nor tend to Wperſe be gloomy Hor- 
rors of the Grave, and 4. en their Evidences 
for Glory. *Tis. one Senſe of building Wood, 


Hay, * Stubble, which muſt be conſum'd, : 
tho the Builders may be ſaved by a Prerogative 1 
of Grace. I was alſo embolden 4 to publiſh this 


ſurprixing Grace, from a Confideration of the hap 
fy Inſtrument of Savage's Converſion. The 2 


Mr. Vincent, who had as much Reaſon as I to. 


2 an Abuſe of the divine Mercy, conſequent 
that Publication ; which however has prov' 'd 
* one of the uſe fulleſt little Books of the Age. 


1 hope none will blame me for ſtepping over 
be Bars of my own Fold, to bring in a firay-. 
ing Sheep to the Fold of Chriſt, I durſt not ſee 


4 helpleſs Lamb cruſb d in the Paw of that 
roaring Lion, without doing my utmo/i Endea- 
vour to reſcue it, when I bad a Call in Provi- 
dence to viſit ber : Left T ſhould incur the 
Guilt, and lie open to the Charge of thoſe wicked 
Shepherds, neither have ye brought again that 
which was driven + away. Nor dared I con- 
ceal his Loving-kindneſs and his Truth from 
the great Congregation, /eſt by wholly fuppreſf 
ling fuch an Aﬀ of ſovereign Grace, I ſhould 

eclipſe, inſtead of ſhewing forth the Redeemer's 
— I ſhould (T truſt rejoice to have my 


* 1 Cor. iii. 12. f Ezek. xxxiv. wy 
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Light of every kind, which is all deri v'd, and 
little better than Darkneſs, like that of a fcb 
ning Planet, or rather of a dim Taper, fwal- 


lo d up in the rifing, ſpreading, and growing 


Glories of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, I hope I 
defire quite 10 diſappear, or to appear in no 


higher Character than that of a mean Creature, 
and a vile Sinner, nay the chief of Sinners, 


who notwithſtanding bas obtain'd Mercy to be 


faithful to Chriſt, and immortal Souls. And 
if by this plain and unpoliſh'd Sermon, together 
with the imperfect Narrative that attends it, 
the precious Souls of Men may gain any Hiri. 


tual Benefit, and fo a Revenue of Glory accrue 
fo the Bleſſed Redeemer, I truſt my higheſt Eng 
is anſwer'd, 


P. S. Some Months have now elaps'd ſince 
theſe Things were on the Anvil, and ſince 


theſe Papers were drawn up, becauſe my 


private Work being augmented this Summer, 
I could not find Leiſure to come to. London 
till the e Seaſon, 
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2 Tim. i. 10. 
A bo hath aboliſbed Death, and bath 


brought Life and Immortality to 


Light thro the Cape | 


O LY Paul, the inſpired Penman of 
this Epiſtle, in our Text ſeems to 
hold forth Chriſt to the View and 
Admiration of immortal Souls, as a 
great Saviour, a brave Conqueror, and a glo- 
rious F riend, who by his Appearance, i. e. 

by his Incarnation, Obedience and Death had 
deliver'd believing Sinners of Mankind from the 
terribleſt of all Evils, and Enemies, 7. e. 


Death. That I may by divine Affiſtance im- 


prove the Words in a ſubſerviency to the pre- 
ſent ſolemn Occaſion, I propoſe to conſider, 


1. In what Reſpects Death is an Enemy to 
Mankind. 


2. How Chrift aboliſhes Death for his Peo- 


ple. 


3. By what Steps this is done for, and in the 
Believer. 


4. And laſtly ſhall conclude with the Appli- 
cation. 


1. I am 
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1 1. I am to ſhew in what Reſpects Death is 
an Enemy to Mankind, And this it is in two 

Reſpects principally, | 


1. As it deftroys the Bodies of Men. 
2. As it configns their Souls over to 4 State 
of everlaſting and remedileſs Anguiſ and Mi- 


fery. 


1. Death is an Enemy to | Mankind, as it de- 
ſtroys the Bodies of Men. Death is an Ene- 
my to human Nature, as it looſens the Pins 

of our mortal Frame, and daſhes our earthly 
Tabernacles to the Ground. Every human 
Body, on Account of its admirable- Contexture 

and Frame, is fearfully and wonderfully made &, 
as the divine Pſalmiſt obſerves, being acompound 
of Bones and Muſcles, of Ligaments and Ten- 
dons, of Veins and Arteries, of Nerves and 
Glands, or Threads and Strainers inimitably 
curious and fine, And is on this Account a 
Maſter-piece of divine Wiſdom ; and might 

_ juſtly be a Monument to God's eternal Praiſe. 
And how many Millions of theſe curious and 
beautiful Engines (as the ingenious Dr. Watts * 
terms them) have been cruſh'd by the rude a 
Hand of Death, and crumbled into Duſt? If ge. 
ſevere and unrelenting Death be commiſſioned 
to invade the youngeſt and ſprightlieſt Mortals, 
Wemag in Vouth and n how ſoon are 
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their 
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their admired Features chang'd to loathſome 
Stench, their Comelineſs turn d toCorruption||, and 
their Beauty to ghaſtly Deformity ? That which 
a few Days ago was in the higheſt Senſe the 
Dow of the 'Eyes |}, is now an Abborrence to 
} Fleſh. And muſt be thruſt from our Sight, 
into the cold and loneſome Grave, Death'con- 
fider'd in itfelf then, and as attended with its 
moſt gentle Effects, is diſmal enough; for, 
arm'd with a Commiſſion. from offended Hea- 
ven, as the Miniſter of God's Diſpleaſure, it 
ſeperates at one Stroke the Soul — the Body, 
it daſhes in Pieces that moſt curious F abrick 
of the human Body, it confines it in the lonely 
and loathſome Regions of the Grave, in a dark 
and diſmal Receſs, remote from Converſe with 


a living World, disjoin'd from the Inhabitants 


of the Earth, diſ-tun'd for all the Pleaſures of 
Society, and difabled for all. the important 
Affairs of the civil and religious, of the ſolitary 
and ſocial Life. There it lies, a deform'd and 
loathſome Carcaſs, mouldering into its original 
Duſt, and turning to Rottenneſs by the Blaſt 
of the Almighty's Breath. 

. Death is an Enemy to Mankind (in their 
fallen State) as it configns thetr Souls over to 4 
State of everlaſting and remedileſs Agonies and 


Miſery. Though hs Death of the Body (as 


you 'have heard) be a great, and (in ir ſelf 
conſider d) a terrible Evil; yet the Deſtruction 
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of the Soul is infinitely more ſo. Natural. 
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Death is but the Porter (as it were) to open 
the Door to eternal Death. For Hell with all 
its tremendous Horrors follows to all unte- 
generate and chriſtleſs Perſons, as ſoon as ever 
the Breath (chat Bond of Union) leaves the 
Body. Hence 'tis that in the Book of the 
Revelations, where Death is repreſented as 
fitting on a pale Horſe, Hell is ſaid to follow it +. 


And eternal Death, or the Death of the 


Soul, is called the ſecond Death *, in Contra- 
diſtinction to natural Death, or the Death of the 
Body. If Death finds us in our Sins, careleſs 
and chriſtleſs, impenitent and unbelieving, 
the Guilt of the broken Law will lie heavy on: 
us, and fink us to Hell, And we muſt be 
doom'd to ſuffer the awful and fiery Venge- 
ance of Almighty God, World without End, 
Natural Death, then, in the moſt terrible 
Shape, is but a Flea-bite to eternal Deatb. O 
this deathleſs Death, where (to uſe the Words: 
alluſively) Men ſhall ſeek Death and ſhall not 
find it; and ſhall defire to die, but Death ſhall 
flee from them ||, Where the damned ſhall, 
gnaw their Tongues + for Anguiſh, as is faid 
of Antichriſt's Followers, and curſe and blaſ- 
pbeme the God that made them. Where the 
very Being of Sinners ſhall be their greateſt 
Miſery, and they ſhall never enjoy any thing 
that deſerves the Name of Life ; they n 
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never ſee + Light, not the leaſt Beam of that 
pleaſant Creature ſhall ever dawn upon them 


more: But they muſt lie down in Blackneſs 
of + Darkn 45 * take up their Abode in the 
diſmal Shades, and gloomy Horrors of the 
infernal Pit. T hey ſhall never taſte Joy or 
Life more, for 4 ſhall be baniſh'd to an aw- 
fu Diſtance, from the Fountain of Life and Bliſs. 
Where they ſhall thirſt with infinite Deſire for 
God, and linger for the beatifick Viſion, but 
ſhall linger in immortal Miſery. For upon the 
wicked God ſhall rain Snares, * Fire and Brim- 
fone, an horrible and flaming Tempe. They 
pou be overwhelm'd with Showers of his 
Indignation, and muſt be plung'd in the 
Bl ows of his ceaſeleſs Wrath, and have the 
Stores of divine Vengeance pour'd out upon 
their guilty Heads in one eternal Storm. 
So that this is of all Evils the moſt to be 
dreaded; a terrible Enemy indeed to chriſt- 
leſs and unpardon'd Sinners. I am next to 
ſhew, 
2. How Chrift aboli ſhes Death > fir his Pec- 
* And this he doth, 


. By plucking out its Sting. 
* ſubduing its Terror. 


1. Chrif aboliſhes Death for his People by 
as. out its Sting, 
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Death in Alluſion to ſome Serpent, Bafiliſk, 
or deadly Monſter, is repreſented in Scripture 
as having a Sting. We are told, || the Sting 
of Death is Sin. Tis the condemning Power 
of Sin ariſing from the Breach of God's holy 
Law, that furniſhes Death with its Sting. 
As Grotius remarks from Theophylaff. Now 
there are three Properties of a Sting (as one ob- 
ſerves) that hold good with regard to the 
Sting of Death, it pierces, it pains, and it 
ſons. 
ſeveral Properties of a Sting, and ſhew how 
Chriſt takes out the Fung of Death for his 
= 

'Trs the Property of a Sting to pierce. A 
Sting | is form'd very ſharp, and by piercing it, 
divides and rends the Fleſh. Such is the Sting 
of Death, to the unpardon'd Sinner, It does 
not gently lick his Fleſh, and go no farther ; 
but it pierces deep, and wounds mortally, As a 
Sting divides and rends aſunder the Fleſh; 
ſo the Sting of Death rends aſunder and di- 
vides the Soul from the Body, and moreover 
rends the immortal Soul with inconceivable 
Horror and Anguiſh. But theſe terrible Ef- 
feats of Death are prevented and remov'd by 
pardoning Grace in favour of the Saints, They 
are made through the Merit of Chriſt victori- 
ous over the piercing Power of Sin. The 
Monſter Death, can't thruſt his forked Tongue 
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into a pardon'd Sinner: So that the ſucking 


Child, 1. e. (the youngeſt and weakeſt Believer) 
may ſafely play on the Hole of the Aſp; and 
the weaned Child put its Hand on the Cockatrice- 
Den, Þ 1. e. the Grave, They ſhall not hurt nor 
ly Þ deftroy in all my Holy Mountain, faith the Lord. I 
£ 2. A Sting not only pierces, but pains, By 
piercing the Fleſh, it pains it with inexpreſ- 
o- fible Smart, Like a barbed Arrow that ſticks 
ae in, and tears the Fleſh with raging and un- 
D Þ utterable Pain. Thus the Sting of Death 
le ¶ pierces the immortal Soul with intolerable An- 
Y guiſh. Holy David had a ſhort Taſte of this 
us Þ Miſery, by the temporary Hidings of God's 

Face, which compell'd him to cry out, that 
AI God's Arrows fluck faſt * in him; that the Sor- 
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it, Brows of Death, and even the Pains of Hell had 


ng Bſeiz'd him ||. But the Effects of the Stipg of 


Sinners: It not only gives them a Taſt of the 
Pains of Hell here, but plunges them into 
thoſe dreadful Pains for ever. As there is no 
\nguiſh like that of a venemous Sting; ſo there 
ver ts no Miſery like that occaſion'd by the Sting of 
ble Death. But this Anguiſh and Miſery all Be- 
Ef- ievers are freed from by an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
by nd Relation to him. Who by the Obedi- 
hey nce of his Life, and the Merit of his Death, 
ori- has deliver'd his Subjects from the Pains of e- 
The ferlaſting Death: and rais'd them to the Plea- 


+ Ila. zi. 8. 1 Iſa. Iv. 25. Pl. XXxvili. 2. | PI. cxvi. 3. 
2 ſures 


Death, are far more diſmal to all unpardon'd 
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ſures of an endleſs Life in the beatifick Views 
and Viſions of a reconciled God, For. thro' 
Death he has deſtroy' d him that had the Power 
of Death t. Chriſt has purchas'd for his Peo- 
ple by his bitter Cries, his bleeding Anguiſh, 
and ceaſcleſs Pains, an eternal and uninterrupted 
State of Delight in the Paradiſe of God, where 
there is no Death, neitben ſhall there be any 
more Pain *, He has. provided for them a 
Happineſs that deſerves the Name of Lyfe, 
in the Love and Smiles of a pardoning Goa, 


the Sum and Center of their Felicity. And ff 


thus Chri/t aboliſbes the Pain of Death for his 
People. 

3. And laſtly, 'Tis the Property of a Sting 
10 poi ſon as well as to x It not only 
pierces and pains, as another Inſtrument may 
do, but like an Inſtrument of Death it therewith 
lets in a mortal Poiſon, It fills the immortal 
Soul with the deadly Venom, and raging 
Poiſon of the Wrath of GOD. Thus Feb 
from the flight Bruſh he had with this fatal 
Sting, tells us, that the Arrows of the Almigh- 
fy were within bim , tbe Poiſon whereof drank 
1 his Spirits. But they fill chriſtleſs Sinners 
with ev erlaſting Anguiſh, They are utter ly 
conſumed with Terrors +. But Believers by an 
Intereſt in the Satisfaction and Righteouſneſs, 
in the Love and Death of Chriſt, are freed 
from the poiſonous and fatal Effects, from the 
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raging 


| Death for his People. 
2. Chriſt alſo. aboliſhes (more or da the 


it were fill'd with deadly | Poiſon. 
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raging and mortal Influence of the Sting 6 
Death. Thus Chriſt aboliſhes the Sting of 


Terror of Death for all Believers. © Death is 
an Enemy of fo hideous a Form and Aſpect, 
that even when tis unſtung, it has ſtill ſome 
remaining Terrors about it. There are many 


real Chriſtians, whoſe Faith and Fortitude is 


not ſtrong enough calmly to view ſo fierce a 
Monſter as Death. The Believer's Faith and 


' gracious Experience tells him, that ſurely the 


Bitterneſs of Death is paſt }. But Senſe and 
Unbelief make him ſhiver at the Cup, as if 
But bleſſed 
be God, though the Babes in Grace may trem- 
ble, yet. vaſt Numbers of Chriſt's ftrong Men, 


have rejoic'd to encounter the toothleſs Mon- 


ſter. And even the weakeſt in the Family 
are growing up to this Manhood and — 
of Grace, They who heretofore ſhrank an 


ftarted back at the Approach of Death, ſhall 


when their Faith is ſtrengthned, open their 
eager Arms to embrace it. Saying with joy- 
ful Simeon, Lord, now letteſt thou thy Servant 
depart in Peace, that 1 may ſee thy Salvation *. 

They who heretofore pray'd with David, 0 
fare me, &c. When they have attain'd the full 
Stature of a Man in Chriſt, ſhall joyfully pro- 
feſs with h/-fed Paul, that noble Champion of 
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che Chriſtian Faith, that they are ready to be 
offered up Þ. And like bold Heroes in the 
Chriſtian Life, in the holy Bravery of a tri- 
umphant Aſſurance, they ſhall deſpiſe the 
Threats, and defy the Terrors of that hiſſing 
Monſter; ſaying with the ſame conquering 
Apoſtle, with a Smile of holy Contempt, and 
holy T oa in his Eyes, O Death where is 
thy Sting , &c. 

Thus Chriſt aboliſhes both the Power and 
Terror of Death for his Saints. I am to ſhew, | 
3. By what Steps this is done for, and in 
the Believer? —{_ 

1. Chrift by his Obedience and Death, ſatis- 
fed the Law of God, and fo aboliſhes the Pow- 
er of Death for his People. . 

2. By his Reſurrection, (which is the Pat- re 
tern and Pledge of ours) he has brought Life | of 
and Immortality to Light through the Goſpel, P 

3. By his Spirit he applies the Virtue of his b 
Paſjion and Death to his People, ſo as to raiſe H 
them to Newneſs of Life. ne 

4. And laſtly, he makes them mect for the th 

Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and at 
| . receives them to it. ar 
1 . Chriſt by his Obedience and Death ſatis- a1 
F fed the Law of God, and fo aboliſhes Death for 
| bis People. The Streng th of Sin * is the Law. | th 


g De. r 


"Tis that which — in full Force againſt an 
the Sinner, and binds him over to ſuffer the H 
— — — | — aw en 
1 2 Tim. iv. 9 11 Cor. xv. 55. 1 Cor. xv. 56. en 


Vengeance 


Vengeance of * eternal Fire. But the Lord Je- 110 
ſus Chrift becoming the Surety of his People, 10 
and obeying the Law in their Stead, and ſo e 
ſatisfying the Juſtice of God, has taken away FA 
the condemning Force of the Law for them. ol 
Inſomuch that they no longer ſtand at the Alt 
' Þ Bar of the Law, ſo as to be ſubje& to its con- Hay 
demning Rigour, and fiery Terrors for their O's 
Breaches of it: Becauſe their Surety has ful- Pull 
A fill'd it for them. He has likewiſe borne the lf 
Penalty and mw of the Law, in the Agonies #181 
and Horrors of his innocent Soul, being made a THAI 
Curſe for his People in his Crucifixion and "al 
Death. Thus he who knew no Sin, became 
Sin for us, that we might be made the Righ- — 
- Þ Zeouſneſs + of God in him, And ſo the Demands An 
? of the Law being honourably ſatisfied, and the IHR 
Penalty thereof endur'd for believing Sinners, 101 
) by one who is ſo reſponſible in the Court of 1 
a Heaven, the Sanction of the Law, 7. e. eter- 11 
nal Death, i is done away for all Believers. And bl 
? thus Chriſt bas aboliſh'd Death for his People. It 
t 2. By his Reſurrection (which is a Pattern wy | 
and Pledge of ours) Chriſt has brought Life 1 
- and Immortality to Light. | 
y Chriſt, by his Reſurrection, has taken ano- 
ther happy Step toward the aboliſbing of Death, 
and bringing in an endleſs Life — Believers. 
He has thereby given his Saints a ſtrong and : 
I endearing Proof, that (in Conformity to him) | 
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"their mortal ſhall put on g Immortality. In 


this Senſe, the Lord is for the * Body: And 
he will have a Defire to the Work + of his 
Hands, Tis very far indeed, that Death, 


that grim and ſurly Monarch (m Conſequence 


of the original Sentence) has extended his diſ- 
mal Empire over the Fleſh of the Saints. 
Their Fleſh falls a Prey to Worms, is reſolv'd 
into Earth, and mingles with common Clay, 
without any viſible Diſtinction from that of 


the vileſt Sinner. And is detain'd for many 


Ages in this dark Priſon of the Grave, by the 
grim Serjeant Death, as if it were an abſolute 


Conqueſt ; and his lauf Prey. But Christ 


in the Morning of the Reſurrection, will 
ſtand forth and Claim a Property -in the Fleſh 


of his Saints, he'll then diſtinguiſh one Grain 


of Duſt from another, juſt as you know the 


Face of your Friend from that of a Stranger ; 

and he'll oblige that encroaching Uſurper, I 
mean Death and the Grave, to give up his 
Prey. Becanſe Chriſt rofe as the Firſi-frutts | 
of thoſe that fleep, them alſo which ſheep in Fe- 
ſus will be bring with him, at the cheerful 
and reviving Dawn of that Day of ſolemn Joy ; 
when Death ſhall be caſt into Hell, for falſe 


Impriſonment of the Saints; and they ſhall be 


rais'd up from the Rubbiſh and Ruins of the 
Grave, to an immortal and glorious Life : 


When GY with their Grave-Cloaths, _ 


» — 


1 xv. 53. * 1 Cor. vi. 13. Job xiv. 15. | x Cor. XV. 20. 
—- ſhall 


„„ . 
ſhall ſhake off all Marks of Ignominy and Di: 
grace for ever. An 
Children of the | Neſurrection, cloath'd with 
Robes of Immortality and Honour, When they 
ſhall be adorn'd with the Beauties of Holineſs, 
and appear with Graces all reſplendent and 4 
dine. When they ſhall be finleſs as Angels, active 


as Sun Beams, and pure as etherial Light itſelf, ' 


Shining as the Brightneſs of the Firmament *, 
and as the Stars for ever and ever, | 

3. Chriſt by bis Spirit applies the Virtue of 
his Paſſion and Death to his People, ſo as to 
raiſe them to Newneſs of Life. The next Thing 
Chrift does for his People, in order to aboliſb 
Death for them, is to plant a Principle of 
ſpiritual Life, and ſo break the Power of 
Death in their Souls, and fubdue its unhappy 
Remainders. When the Saints feels the Vir- 
tue and Power of Chriſt's Death in their Hearts, 
infuſing a divine Principle into them, and 
raiſing them to Newneſs of Life, theſe are 
the very Seeds of Immortality: A Prelibation 
of eternal Bliſs. Tis nothing leſs than Hea- 
ven begun in us; and is a ſure Pledge and 
Earneſt, that we ſhall never die, and that we 
are entitled to an eternal Life, When we feel 
the Power of Chriſt's + Reſurrefion, and are 
divinely taught to riſe with him, and ſer our 
AﬀeFtions en Things above, the Objects of 
Eternity, and the Entertainments of Heaven 
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This is an undeniable and glorious Proof, that 
we are born to the Poſſeſſion of that immortal 
Inheritance. For tho' the Body be dead be- 
cauſe of Sin +, yet the Spirit is Life becauſe 
of Righteouſneſs. The Lord have Mercy upon 
ſuch as are always groveling in the Earth, for 
the Tokens of eternal Death are upon them 
But ſuch Souls as are frequently ſoaring 
upward, toward the eternal Throne, and 
breathing after the Poſſeſſion of an infinite 
| Good, are undoubtedly paſſed from Death unto 

Life. 

I. And laſtly, Chriſt aboliſhes Death for his 
People, by — their Meetneſs for Heaven, 
and receiving them to it. 

Grace, eſpecially Grace advanc'd, is Glory be- 
gun. Sandiification partakes of the Nature of 
Glorification. And every Step we riſe in the 
divine Life, we riſe above the Region of Mor- 
tality and Death : Till at length the ſpiritual 
Life in a Believer fþrings up into Life I eternal, 
and ſwells into an Ocean of Bliſs. Which 
{ſhall abound (as a pious and learned Divine“ 
obſerves) in freſh Supports and Conſolations, 
to an overflowing, till all our Wants and Un- 
eaſineſſes, ſhall be entirely remov'd, and all 
our Deſires ſhall be compleatly fatiabed | in the 
Enjoyment of eternal. Life. The Soul be- 
ing thus fill'd with zmmortal Principles and 
Hopes, (and big with Heaven) grows too big 
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for Farth; and can have no Reſt till it breaks | 


all mortal Ties, and burſts into a World of 
Glory. This is for the moſt part a gradual 
Work; and God is uſually, for a long time, 
by Ordinances and Providences, poliſhing bis 
living Stones for the Uſe of that heavenly 
Temple, But nothing is impoſſible with God. 
He can raiſe up Children + to himſelf out of the 
very Stones of ſenſual and depraved Nature, and 
in an Inſtant, fit them for Glory. He can cut 


ſhort || his Work in Righteouſneſs, He can make 


a little one to become a Thouſand , and a ſmall 
one a ſtrong Nation; and can baſten it too in 
ils time: That he may be gloriſied in the Branch 


bis Planting, in the Work of his Hands, Our 


ſpiritual Zerubbabel, can build fo faſt, as to lay the 
Head-Stone of a Perſon's Happineſs in Glory, 
in a few Weeks or Days, or even Hours after 
he has laid the Foundation, And then he'll re- 
ceive the penitent Sinner to Glory, where 
God ſhall wipe away all Tears * from the Eyes 
of his glorified Saints: And the Lamb in the 
midſt of the Throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall 
lead them to Fountains of living Water. And 
there ſhall be no more Death. neither Sorrow, 


nor crying, for the former Things are paſſed 


away, and Death is for ever aboliſhed, 

But tis probable, my Friends, that many 
of you may by this time, have an Objection 
form'd in your ns, and may ſay within 


+ Lake iii, 8 | Rom. vii. 8. Þ Ifa. Is, 21, 22. Rev. xxi 4 
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our felves, What 3 is this to the Purpoſe ? How 
3s this applicable to the Subject under Confide- 
ration? Is there any Reaſon to believe, that 

e was an Inſtance and Monument of ſuch 
rich Grace and Mercy, and that Death was 
thus aboliſb d for her? You are ready to ſay 
with ſcrupulous Nathanael, Can any good Thing 
come out of Nazareth +? To which I — with 
admiring Philip, Come and ſee. And when I 
have rehears'd to you a ſmall part only of what 


J have ſeen, and heard, and had 3 to me 


by credible Witneſſes, "(for or this Thing was not 
done in a || Corner, ) I ſhall ſubmit the Affair 
to your own Judgment: Saying with the 


Jfraelites concerning the Levite's Concubine, 


Confider of it, take Advice t, and ſpeak your 
Minds. The deceaſed then, who had been 
an unhappy Wanderer from God all her Days, 
was at the clofing Scene of Life (as I ve- 
rily apprehend) reduc'd by, and return'd to 
the great Shepherd and Biſhop * of Souls. She 
was for ſome Weeks before her. Death, under 
a yery diſcernable Work of the Law, and 
receiv'd the Spirit of Bondage , in ſuch a 
meaſure, as to have the Guilt of her whole 
Life, and her particular Crimes, diſtinctly ſet 
in order before her Eyes; inſomuch that ſhe 
not only bitterly bewail'd the Follies of her 
Life, but groan 4 under the Fountain of actual 
efilement, viz. a depraved Nature, and pol- 
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luted Heart. 80 that ſhe ſaw her ſelf clearly 
a Child of Wrath and an Heir of Hell, ſhe 
view'd herſelf all naked and expos'd to the 


incenſed Majeſty. Wherefore Horror 7ook 


hold upon her, and ſhe was afraid of God's 
Fudgments, Her Convictions were at ſome 


Seaſons very cutting and terrible; and yet ſuch 


as were attended with a Mixture of Hopes. 
She was thereby quickned to fly: for Refuge * 
to the Object of Hope, propounded in the 


Goſpel, and diſpos'd to liften to the Over- 


tures of Mercy, made therein to penitent and 


believing Sinners, She eagerly gaſp'd after 


the Knowledge of Chrif, ſuck'd it in as the 
Life of her Soul, and panted for his Salvation. 
She highly priz'd (as every troly cnlightned 
Soul will) the Doctrine of Reconciliation +; 
and rejoic'd in the Goſpel Remedy of free Re- 
miſſion for the vileſt of Sinners, and full Re- 
demption || fthrough the Blood of the Lamb. 
She loath'd the tatter'd Garments cf her own 
2 which, however ragged, ſhe 
had prided her ſelf in. She alſo ſaw the Ex- 
cellency of Holineſs, and the Neceſſity of 
Sanctification; and was ſtill pleading for a new, 
ſoft, and tender Heart. Under a diſtreſſing 
Senſe of Guilt, and in the near Views of an 
eternal World, with a Mixture of Trembling 
and Hope, ſhe ventur'd her precious Soul on 
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the all- ſufficient Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and 


b ſtay d her weary Spirit, toſſed with amazing 


Agonies of Temptation, and Guilt, on the in- 


finite Attonement. Hereupon ſome ſecret Seeds 
of Joy ſprang up in her Soul; and ſhe was 


viſited once and again with the Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, to witneſs her Intereſt in the Bleſſings of 
the Covenant, and ſeal her to the Day of eter- 
nal Redemption . So that ſhe appear'd to all 


judicious Obſervers, a real though late Peni- 


tent; and an eminent Inſtance of the Free- 
Grace of God, who is moſt ſovereign in the 
Diſpenſations of his Mercy. And now Sirs, 
what will ye ſay? Will you commend me for 
laying open theſe Things to the World? Per- 
haps ſome of you commend me not, But 
this I ay, if I can but approve my ſelf to God, 
my great Maſter, and have his Commendation, 
FE truſt I ſhall little regard the Cenſures of 
Men whether Enemies or Friends, Perhaps, 
you may ſpeak this from an honeſt Zeal for 
the Glory of God, leſt preſumptuous Sinners 
ſhould bolſter themſelves up by ſuch Examples, 
and neglect to turn to God, by a ſpeedy Re- 
pentance, putting off this important Work to 
a dying Hour. To which I reply, that I am 
well perſwaded, tis not the Will of Chriſt, 
that his ſignal Acts of Metcy to great Sinners, 
and late Penitents, ſhould be ſmother'd in ſul- 


len Silence, and lie hid in the Grave of a deep 
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Oblivion. At that Rate of arguing, 
latrous, and bloody Sinner; and yet ſoug be the 
Lord in his * Afliction, and obtain'd Mercy. 
And the Converſion of the 


of Violence, who came in at the Ia Gaſp, 
muſt be blotted out of the Bible. For theſe 
Acts of illuſtrious Mercy were always publiſh'd, 
as a 


he ſhews his reſiſtleſs Power in diſpoſſeſſing 


the ftrong Man arm'd, and hurls Confuſion on 


the Lords of Hell, by ſnatching the Prey from 
them the Moment they were ſeizing, and a- 
bout to devour it. I perſuade my ſelf that 
God will have a large Revenue of Praiſe from 
all the Saints and Faithful in + Chriſt Feſus, 
who hear of it, 
our dear Siſter deceas'd: And let preſumptu- 
ous Sinners abuſe it at their Peril. If we ſhould 


be ſilent to his Praife on ſuch ſweet and glo- 


rious Occaſions, we might fear the very Stones + 
would reproach us: For even natural Perſons, 
who knew not Chriſt, have been dazzled (as 
it were) and ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment at the 
marvellous Glory of this Work. And I well 
know, that he who hath wrought out ſuch a 
Salvation for this Daughter of Abraham ||, 
who had been bowed down thro' the Strength 
of Sin, all ber Days, can, and 1 doubt not 


_ 
— —— 


2 Chron. xxxiii. 12. K ph. i. 1. + Luke xix. 40. TR uke xiii. jb 
| WI 


the Con- 
verſion of Manaſſeb who had been a vile, ido- 


penitent Thief up- 
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for his admirable Mercy to 
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( 30) 
the all-ſufficient Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and 


ſtay d her weary Spirit, toſſed with amazing 
Agonies of Temptation, and Guilt, on the in- 
ite Attonement. Hereupon ſome ſecret Seeds 
of Foy. ſprang up in her Soul; and ſhe was 
viſited once and again with the Spirit of Pro- 
miſe, to witneſs her Intereſt in the Bleſſings of 
the Covenant, and /eal ber to the Day of eter- 
nal Redemption . So that ſhe appear'd to all 
judicious Obſervers, 
tent; and an — Inſtance of the Free- 
Grace of God, who is moſt ſovereign in the 
Diſpenſations of his Mercy. And now Sirs, 
what will ye ſay? Will you commend me for 
laying open theſe Things to the World? Per- 
haps ſome of you commend me not. But 
this I ſay, if I can but approve my ſelf to God, 
my great Maſter, and have his Commendation, 
FE truſt I ſhall little regard the Cenſures of 
Men whether Enemies or Friends. Perhaps, 
you may ſpeak this from an honeſt Zeal * 
the Glory of God, leſt preſumptuous Sinners 
ſhould bolſter themſelves up by ſuch Examples, 
and neglect to turn to God, by a ſpeedy Re- 
pentance, putting off this important Work to 
a dying Hour. To which I reply, that I am 
well perſwaded, tis not the Will of Chriſt, 
that his ſignal Acts of Metcy to great Sinners, 
and late Penitents, ſhould be ſmother'd in ſul- 
len Silence, and lie hid in the Grave of a deep 
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Oblivion, At that Rate of arguing; the Coh- 


verſion of Manaſſeb who had been a vile, ido- 
latrous, and bloody Sinner; and yet ſought the 
Lord in his * Afliction, and obtain'd Mercy. 


And the Converſion of the penitent Thief up- 
on the Croſs, that ſavage Monſter, and Son 


of Violence, who came in at the laf Gaſp, 
muſt be blotted out of the Bible. For theſe 
Acts of illuſtrious Mercy were always publiſh'd, 


as a great Part of the Sav:our's Praiſe ; thus 


he ſhews his reſiſtleſs Power in diſpoſſeſſing 


the ffrong Man arm' d, and hurls Confuſion on 


the Lords of Hell, by ſnatching the Prey from 
them the Moment they were ſeizing, and a- 


bout to devour it. I perſuade my ſelf that 


God will have a large Revenue of Praiſe from 
all tbe Saints and Faithful in + Chriſt -Feſus, 


who hear of it, for his admirable Mercy to 


our dear Siſter deceasd: And let preſumptu- 
ous Sinners abuſe it at their Peril. If we ſhould 


be filent to his Praife on ſuch ſweet and glo- 


rious Occaſions, we might fear the very Stones F 
would reproach us : For even natural Perfons, 
who knew not Chriſt, have been dazzled (as 
it were) and ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment at the 
marvellous Glory of this Work. And I well 


know, that he who hath wrought out ſuch a 


Salvation for this Daughter of Abraham ||, 
who had been bowed down thro' the Strength 
of Sin, all ber Days, can, and I doubt not 
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will ſecure. his own Glory. However, that 
} may not be negligent in the Uſe of any 
proper Means conducive hereunto; I ſhall 
next ſuggeſt, 2. A Word of Caution and Ter- 
tor to all impenitent, and preſumptunus Sinners, 
and let them know, that if they dare to abuſe 
ſuch an Inſtance of Mercy, which ſhould 
melt down the Hardneſs of their Hearts, and 
draw them to God by Faith and Repentance, 
they will heteby heat their own Hell, but ſe- 
ven Times hotter, What a dreadful Folly 
muſt it be to riſque your. immortal Souls, in 
hopes that God will go out of his ordinary 
Way, and meet you (who have deſpis'd him 
all your Days) with ſuch Mercy, as is hardly 
the Lot of one in a Thouſand of thoſe who are 
actually fav'd? What Perſon in his Wits, 
would chuſe to be ſhip-wreck'd, and plung'd 
over Head and Ears in the boiſterous Waves, 
(and ſav'd by a Plank at laſt) with the utmoſt 
Terror and Conſternation; when he might 
have gone his Voyage comfortably, in a good 
warm Ship, and with agreeable Company? Be- 
cauſe you heard of one who took a large Dofe of 
Poiſon, and yet ſurviv'd, though an hundred 
who did fo, died at the ſame time; would you 
be fo raſh as knowingly to venture on Polſon, 
*twere juſt in God that you ſhould rue your 
Folly and dye by it. The Application is 
ealy. They that put off their Repentance to 
a dying Bed, have very rarely the Grace of 
Repentance given them at that Seaſon, It 
they 
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they have, which is a moſt rare and wonder- 
ful Caſe, being nothing leſs than a Miracle of 
Miracles: Yet they muſt expect to be fd 
with their own Devices, pierc d thro with 
Terrors and Anguiſh unutterable, and ſav'd as 
by Fire 7, as the Deceaſed was. But if you 
preſume upon ſuch almoſt unheard of Favour, 
and expect Miracles of this kind to be repeated, 


you take a Method to provoke the Lord to Fea- 


louſy, and fierce Reſentment; and will very 


probably periſh in your Preſumption and Folly, 


and be cut off in his awful Diſpleaſure. Tis 
juſt that they who abuſe the higheſt Mercy, 
ſhould periſh under the Hheavieſt Wrath, And 
as God himſelf will pronounce, ſo Heaven and 
Earth will approve, Saints and Angels will ap- 
plaud the righteous Sentence; that ſuch De- 


ſpiſers ſhould wonder and periſh *, wonder at 


their own Folly, and periſh in it. And do you, 
my Friends, conſider what 'tis to periſh? (Can 
you bear the Thought of coping with an infi- 
nitely enraged Enemy; and grappling with 
Almighty Vengeance, World without End? 
Whatever you may flatter your ſelves, Sirs, the 
inſpir'd Propbet deſcribes the Wrath of God, 
as intolerable Wrath : Who among us (ſays he) 
can dwell with devouring + Fire? Who can 
he down in everlaſting Burnings ? Where God 
ſhall pour out the Vials of his wrathful and 
nery Indignation, on ſtubborn and impenitent 
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( 346 3 
Where he ſhall hold 


the Chriſtleſs Wretch in Being with the Hand 
of his Power, and ſmite- him with the Arm 
of his Juſtice for ever. And the Apoftle tells 
us, *tis a fearful Thing to fall into the Hand: 
of the living || God. Who lives for ever to 
puniſh his Enemies, and execute his Plagues 
and Wrath upon them. ho knows the Power 
ef his Anger? For according to his Fear 4 


fo is his Wrath, Tis vaſtly beyond our higheſt 


Conception, though the human Imagination 
can ſtretch far. And canit thou bear the 
Thought of being the miſerable “. Butt, at 
which the Almighty ſhall level the Arrows of 
his flaming Indignation to all Eternity ? O aw- 
ful and tremendous Conſideration, to be a 
Veſſel of Wrath into which an angry God ſhall 
pour in his fcalding Fury for evermore! 


Know, O Sinner, that the God who made thee, 
can make thee exquiſitely miſerable. And if 


thou perſiſteſt to rebel againſt his Authority, 
and refuſe his Grace; aſſare thyſelf, that the 
Wiſdom which made the World will be engag'd 


in contriving freſh Tortures, and the Power] 
that upholds the World fhall be employ'd in ex- 


ecuting theſe Torments upon thee to everlaſt- 
ing Ages. And 'twill cut thee to the Quick, 
Sinner, to find that thy Cup, though filled 
to the Brim with the Fury of a God, will 
not have one —_ of pra init. O dremts 
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ful State of Torture, Anguiſh, and Deſpair, 
whete the damn'd ſhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimſtone * in the Preſence of God, 
and his Holy Angels, World without End! 
For the Worm dietb + not; Conſcience en- 
rag'd like a Viper, ſhall gnaw, or like a Vul- 
ture, ſhall tear the Vitals of the damn'd with- 
, out ceaſing. And the Fire is not quenched ; 
becauſe the Breath of an angry Ged will blow 
it up afreſh, and kindle it to ſtill fiercer 
Flames as long as God and the Sinner ſhall live. 
So that Sinners, unconverted Sinners mult broil 

in. thoſe quenchleſs Flames for ever and ever. 
And were your Bones made of Braſs, and your 
Fleſh of Iron, (as a great Man of God U 
thunders) Hell- fire would heat them through 
and through. Well, Preſumption is the high 
Road to Hell. I warn you therefore in the 


Name of Almighty God, to get out of that 
dangerous Way; and flee from the Wrath to 


+ come, as you would not feel it to all Eternity. 
In the next Place, Thirdly, Let me take this 
Opportunity, and improve this Inftance of our 
Lord's Grace, to invite and allure poor thought- 
leſs Prodigals, to forſake the Slavery of Sin, 


and return to the Arms and Embraces, of a 
merciful Father in Chriſt, This penitent Pro- 


digal, told her Friends upon her Death Bed, 
that there was more Pleaſure in a Quarter of 
an Hour's Service and Enjoyment of Gad, than 


Rev. xiv. 10. 4 Mark ix. 44. Rev. Mr. Whitefeld's Ser- 
mon, on the Lord our Righteonſneſt, {} Matt. iii. 7. : 
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(36) 
in a whole Life ſpent in the Pleaſures of Sin, 
And you'll ſooner or later be all of her Mind, 
if ever your Eyes are opened, and you come to 
take a ſerious Proſpect into vaſt, vaſt Eternity. 
And why ſhould not you be wiſe betimes, Sirs, 
and turn your Backs in good Earneſt, upon a 
_-vain and flattering, a falſe and deluding World? 
For you can't ſerve God and * Mammon ; you 
can't divide your Affections betwixt Chrif and 


the World; you can't be the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
and at the ſame Time Votaries to Venus, Her | 


ving divers Luſis + and Pleaſures; you can't 
reaſonably expect to riot with Sinners all Day, 
and to re with the Saints at Night: O why 
ſhould you compel the merciful Redeemer to 
deſtroy you with his Iron Rod; when he offers 
to ſtretch the Sceptre of his Mercy and Grace 
over you, to fave you? Why ſhould you 
compel him to drive you home with Scorpions, 
when he delights to draw Sinners to him, 
with the Cords of his Love? What is there in 
your Swines Trough, your brutiſh Luſts, your 
ſenſual Pleaſures, vain Mirth, and mad Frolicks ; 
that you dare, while ſober Reaſon only is in 
Exerciſe, ſet againſt the Plenty and Affluence 
of God's Houſe, eſpecially his upper Houſe ? 
What, will you barter away an immortal Soul, 
an Eternity of Joy, and a Crown of Glory, 
for that which is lighter than a Feather ? 
Will you for the Sake of tickling the Fle/ a 
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few Moments, plunge the Soul in endleſs Hor- 


rors, and inſupportable Anguiſh? Will you 
(as a great Divine expreſſes it) exchange a 
Moment's Pleaſure for everlaſting Tribulation 
and Heart-ach? Ol] be wiſe, Sinner, and 


withdraw thy Feet ſpeedily from thoſe dange- 
rous Paths of Sin, whoſe Steps || take bold of 


Hell ! Come you vain, thoughtleſs Creatures, 
who are purſuing your wanton Frolicks, and 
gadding about this Earth in Chaſe of falſe De- 
light. Come, loo into the Grave, before 
you drob into it ; and learn to grow ſer:ous, 


before you grow old; and ſee that you leave 


your Sins, before your Sint leave you. And 
when you have taken a View of Death, and 
its awful Conſequences; then look to Feſus, 
the Prince of Life, to take out its Sting for 
you. Come, you fooliſh Virgins, whoſe only 
Care is, to deck the periſhing Body, while 
you neglect to adorn the immortal Spirit. 
Come, caſt away the Rags of Sin, the tatter'd 
Robes of your own Righteouſneſs, and a bare 
outward Profeſſion (as the Deceaſed did ;) And 
O ſeek with her the Garment of Chriſt's ſpot- 
leſs Righteouſneſs, to cover your guilty, naked 
Souls, from Almighty Wrath and Vengeance! 
Though a thouſand Woes will fall upon the 
Heads of thoſe, who abuſe ſuch a ſignal In- 
ſtance of divine Compaſſion, and 'twere better 
that a Millſtone * were hung about the Necks 
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LOS 
of ſuch, and they caſt into the Sea, Yet let 
vain and fooliſh Sinners of every Rank and 
Age! eſpecially let the Zoolrfþ I and 
Jewd Magdalens of our Day, be allur'd by this 
Example of the Savzour's Grace, to quit their 
vain Delights, and repair to the Arms of this 
merciful Redeemer, Let them throw them- 
ſelves, vile as they are, at his bleſſed Feet. 
Or rather, let them (with penitent Magdalen) 
get bebind * the Saui our, 'as conſcious of their 
Vnworthineſs, that he ſhould take any Notice 
of them. Let them awaſh his Feet with Tears 
of ingenuous Contrition, flowing from a mixed 
Principle of Sorrow and Love, and let them kiſs 
Fbe Saviour's Feet, in a Readineſs to perform 
any Offices of Love towards Chriſt or his 
Members, Let ſuch as have doted on vain 
Lovers, or vain Things that cannot profit, 
that are altogether unworthy their immortal 
Souls, now learn to forget their own People 
+ and their Father's Houſe, and ſubmit to 
Emanuel's Sceptre ; that ſo the King of Glory 
may defire their Beauty, and admit them to 
the neareſt Communion with himſelf, Let 
them view by an Eye of Faith, the princely 
Regeemer as altogether lovely: And join the 
enamour'd Spouſe in her admiring rapturous 
Note, This is my Beloved, and this is my 
Friend. A noble Friend indeed for poor Sinners, 


who can unſting Death for you, pag the 
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(39 
loathſome Grave, and enable you to took into 
Eternity with a ſmiling Countenance ; and ſo 
aboliſh Death both in its Power and Terror. 
J ſhall ſubjoin a Word of Conſolation to the 
Saints. How happy is the Condition of thoſe 
for whom Death is thus aboliſh'd? T hey may 
welcome all Events; .and look forward with 
Serenity and Pleaſure to the awful Judgment, 
conſequent - upon Death. If Death be ours, 
Judgment will be ours too. O what a Day of 
Terror and dreadful Surprize, will that be to 
carnal Worldlings, when all Nature ſhall be in 
an Agony, when the Rocks fhall rend, the 
Mountains quake, the Earth and Sea give up 


their Dead; when their dearly beloved Gold 


ſhall be melted, and run in plentiful Streams; 
and the Sea itſelf be ſet on fire with the Heat 


of that terrible Day; when the World in Flames 


ſhall flee away from the Face of the revengin 
Judge, and Sinners ſhall call (but call in — 
on the Rocks and Mountains to fall on them, and 
cover them from the Face of the wrathful Lamb. 
Whoſe Eyes are as Balls of Fire, ſhooting 
Terror and Deſtruction around. How will 
Men's Hearts fail them for fear? How win 
their Faces gather Blackneſs? 

O what Pangs of unſpeakable Horror will 
feize the Chriſtleſs Sinner, at that tremendous 
Seaſon ! What Emotion will there be in u 
Countenance ? 

But the Believer, who has conquer'd Death, 
will hold up his Head with Comfort and Ho- 
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nour, in this Seaſon of Agony, Confuſion, 
and Diſmay. He'll rejoice to ſee the Fece of 
his propitious God, and will view with Delight, 
the Beauties and Glories of an incarnate Deity. 
While he views, with ſolemn Awe, the Thun- 
der in one Hand, {triking his, and his Sa- 
viours Enemies dead; He views with Rapture 
in the other a Crown of unfading Honour, to 
adorn the Brow of every victorious Saint. 
While he fees a Frown in the Judge's Face 
that will drive his Enemies to the loweſt Hell: 
He. ſees in the ſame Face thoſe alluring 
and raviſhing Smiles, that will draw all his 
Friends and Favourites to Glory, If his Cha- 
racter as a Judge would diſmay them 3 his 
Office as an Advocate revives them. He'll 
never condemn thoſe as a Judge, for whom 
he has bled and died as a Surety. And there- 

fore, if the Thunder of his Arm would fill 
them with Conſternation and Dread ; he looks 
to his wounded Side, and finds there a Spring 
of Conſolation and Joy unutterable. If all 


Nature be in a terrible Agony, he remembers | 


that his Saviour was in an Agony too, to pur- 
chaſe Pardon and Peace for him. If the 
Rocks rend, he calls to Mind that his Savi- 
our's Heart was rent too. If the Earth cleave 
aſunder, and opens its devouring Jaws to re- 
ceive Sinners to the nethermoſt-Hell ; that 
his Saviour's Fleſh was cleav'd alſo, and ma- 
ny a ghaſtly Wound open'd to ſatisfy offended 
Juſtice for him; and therefore, the Pit ſhall 
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| in vain 


venging Judge ; yet he rejoices that there's a 
new Heaven, and a new Earth, prepar'd for 
conquering Saints, wherein dewelleth Ri couſe 


neſs. There Peace and Joy eternal flouriſh. 


There Chrift and his Saints ſhall reign, far 
from theſe dark Regions of Pain and Sin, in 
a Land of pure Delight, and immortal Extaſy. 
And the delicious Fruits of the Tree of Life 
(which fills, but never cloys) various and 
freſh ſhall foed their immortal Souls, and ex- 
hilarate their Spirits to all Eternity. 


- Laſtly, let the wonderful Mercy of God to 


this poor Creature, as 'twill I doubt not, open 


the Mouths of God's Children, in Thankſgiving 


and Praiſe; ſo let it ſhut every cavilling, re- 


proachful, and cenſuring Mouth in Silence. 
For the ſovereign God will have Mercy Þ+ on 


whom he will have Mercy. And he giveth not an 
Account of his Matters * to any, For the 
moſt Part he chuſes ſuch to glorr:fy his 
Mercy upon, as will give him the Glory of 
his Mercy. Thouſands who buoy themſelves 
up, upon a fair, moral Character in the Eye 
of the World, and boaſt that none can ſay, 
black is their Eye, though their Hearts are all 
the while Black as Hell; reſt in that negative 
Righteouſneſs,” without looking any farther, 
and ſo never come to Chrift, but periſh in 
their Sins. The Blaze of their ſappoſed Vir- 
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open its Mouth for him. If the World 
flies away in Flames from the Face of the re- 
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tues blinds their Eyes againſt the Saviour; | 


and the humbling Method of Salvation by 
the Righteouſneſs of another, and ſo they 


fink into Hell. Bleſs God, my Friends, 


and be very thankful if you are kept by 


reſtraining Grace, from the Pollutions + that 


are in the World through Luft ; But don't think 


that that will fave you. No; except a Man 


be born again || he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 
The Goſpel then, or the Religion of Chriſtians, 


both includes and tranſcends Morality of the 


higheſt Strain, But to return from this Di- 
greſſion; the ſurly Phariſees of old grumbled 
that Chriſt went to be a Gueſt + with a Sinner, 
and mutter'd that he was a Friend of Publicans 
* ond Sinners, Whereas our Lord. tells them, 
that Publicans and Harlots + went into the 
Kingdom of God before them, And he uſually 
carried Perſons of that CharaQter about with 
him, as Trophies of his Almighty Power and 
Grace; while that ſelf-righteous Generation 
were beheld afar off, and ſent empty away, I 
ſhould be ſorry if there are any of that Spirit 
and Temper here, who ſecretly repine at the 
Freeneſs of God's Mercy to this poor Soul, 
and ſeem to envy her the Grace of Ged. 
Whatever ſhe had been, a Vail of Love ſhould 
cover it, ſince (as we hope) ſhe was waſhed, 
and ſan&ifeed, and juſtified ||, in the Name of 
| the Lord Feſjus, and by the Sir it F our G 0d. 


+ © iii. 20 20. || John iii. 3. Luke xix. 7. * Matt. x. 9. 
+ Matt. xxi. 31. { 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
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Though Sin had abounded t in her, Orace 


ſuperabounded towards her, Accordingly ha- 
ving much forgiven, ſhe loved much *. Though 
ſhe ſought the Lord late, ſhe ſought him ear- 
neſtly. And wrought much in a little Time. 
Though ſhe liy'd but little, ſhe learn'd much. 
And though ſhe died ſoon, finiſh'd well. 
She was help'd to fight the good Fight of Faith +; 


and we truſt and believe, that through the 


Grace of the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, (which was 
exceeding and abundant towards her) ſhe has 
laid hold on eternal Life, To his great Name 
be all the Glory aſcrib'd. 
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APP EN D I X: 


Wherein is contained a 


Brief ACCOUNT. 


OF THE 


Remarkable CON VERSION, 
Laſt SPEECHES, and ſucceeding 
DEeaTH of S. F. 
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SO THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST, AND THE FIST 
LAST» Matt. xx. 16. | 
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. HARRISON, M.A. 
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HE Subject of theſe "FR was unde 
Convictions, by the Blefling of God 
on my weak Labours, above a Doꝛze 
_ Years ago, when I firſt came to this Place, but 
they were ſtifled. Youth and Beauty prov'« 
a dangerous and fatal Temptation, and ſh: 
turn'd aſide to the World; and ſo far ſhoo 
off the Impreſſions ſhe had been under, as t. 


turp her Back on my Miniſtry for about te: 
Yea 


(45) 
Years paſt, And which is worſe, liv'd in a 


State of the deepeſt Vanity, fond only of the 


amuſing Scenes of a pleaſurable Life, and 
dead * 70 God, and all the Objects and Joys 


of the divine Life. As was viſible to all en- 


lightned Minds, and as ſhe herſelf confeſs'd, 
when ſhe came to know any Thing, as ſhe ought 
0 know it. Her Imprudences in the Con- 
duct of Life, were ſo great, as to ſtain her 
Reputation, whether juſtly or not, that is, whe- 
ther ſhe was as groſſly criminal as ſhe was 
charg'd by the World, is not in my Power to 
determine, but ' muſt be left to the Light of 
the great revealing Day. Tis my Province 


to repreſent Things impartially as I find them, 


without regarding the Favour or Frowns of 
any. So that, according to her own Con- 
feſſion, ſhe rebelPd againſt the Light {| all her 


Days; 1 into Sin, as the Horſe into the 


Battle t, and went on frowardly i in the Way of 
her own Heart *, notwithſtanding. ſhe was fre- 
quently under the Laſh of an enlightned Con- 
ſcience for her Follies. It pleaſed the Holy 
God, a Year or two paſt, to viſit her with a 
Fever, which brought her info a Conſump- 
tion, and under which the languiſh'd till ſhe 
died. About fix or eight Weeks before her 
Death, finding herſelf in a very declining and 
dangerous Condition, it pleas'd the merciful 
God, to put it into her Heart to pray to him 
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one Evening, that he would incline the Heart 
of a certain pious Relation (who becauſe of 
her vain Courſe of Life, had ſtood at ſome 
Diſtance from her) to viſit ber in her Maiction, 
and to be kind and helpful to her in the Af- 
fair of her Soul. That ſame Relation, know- 
ing nothing of her Deſire, found at that very 
Juncture, a ſtrong Inclination to ſee her, and 
accordingly viſited her the ſucceeding Morning, 
for the firſt time. The Deceaſed then told 
her Siſter, what ſhe had made the Subject of 
her Requeſt to God, the Night before, took 
great Notice of the Hand of God therein, was 

much affected with it, and made this Uſe of 
it, viz, To encourage her to ſeck him for 
Bleflings relating to the eternal Salvation of her 
Soul. Who knows, faid ſhe, but that he who 
yielded to my Requeſt i in an Affair of lower 
Concernment, will liſten to my Cry for Fa- 
vours of a higher and immortal kind? About 
a Month or five Weeks before her Deceaſe, 
at her Requeſt I went to ſee her; and continued 
(bating the Interval of ſome Days) to viſit her 
conſtantly once, and ſometimes twice in a Day. 
At which Seaſons I us'd often to repeat ſuch 
Sermons, as I judg'd proper for her Calc, 
then to diſcourſe with her, and then pray. 
As the grew weaker, I only diſcours'd and 
pray'd; and ſometimes only pray'd, as her 
Strength would admit. A Diſcourſe I re- 
hears' d to her, on the Parable of the Virgins, 


ſcer'd to make a more than ordinary Impreſ- 
ſion 


(4) 
ſion upon her; ſhe would often pray that 
God would ſearch ber Heart, make her fincere, 
and -not leave her among the fooliſh Virgins, 
For though ſhe had in her languiſhing — 
for the beſt part of a Twelve - Month paſt, ad 
dicted herſelf to the Reading Books of piety 
and Devotion, ſuch as Mrs. Rowe's Meditations, fi! 
and Mr. Bunyan's Works, which gave a Check I} 
to the Vanity of her Mind, and made her | (| 
thoughtful at times, yet I don't find that any Wills 
and abiding Convictions were form'd i in RH 
her Soul, till about two or three Weeks be- Wis 
fore her Deceaſe. When I firſt viſited her, 1 
1 found the Burden of actual Guilt lay heavy wn 
upon her Conſcience, After a while her " 
Convictions were more clear, diſtin, and 
ſpiritual. She got ſuch a Diſcovery, from the | 
illuminating Spirit of the Perfection and Spi- 1 
ritnality of the Law of God, that ſhe was al- | 
moſt always groaning out her Complaints of a Ni 
hard, wicked, dead, impenitent, and un- I 
believing Heart. And eſpecially was favour'd 
with ſuch a View of the native and contracted 
Treachery of her Spirit; that ſhe was quite off 
the promiſing Strain which is fo uſual with 
fick-bed Penitents; as knowing that ſhe had 
in her ſelf no Strength for the Performance of 
any Thing that is ſpiritually good. And i 
dreaded nothing ſo much as a State of Health, 
leſt ſhe ſhould be drawn away by the Vanities . 
of the World to fin againſt God. One aſk'd 
her, if ſhe had no Deſire to live, ſhe replied, | 
nothing 
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nothing here; give me Pardon, Chriſt, Hea- 
yen. She ſaid in my Hearing, that ſhe could 
not but entertain a ſecret Hope and Pleaſure; 
that God had in Mercy flopp'd: her in her 
Career to Hell, and defir'd to bleſs him for 
the ſharpeſt Strokes of bis Hand; For, ſaid 
ſhe, I had rather be confined to my Bed un- 
der this heavy Affliction, than to be well and 
fin againſt God. O it wounds me, ſaid ſhe, 
that 1 ſhould fo ill requite that merciful God, 
who rais'd- me up from ſuch and ſuch an 
Affliction, and exerciſed ſuch Patience towards 
me ! And could not but ſee her own Picture, 
in the Temper and Behaviour of the ungrate- 
ful Iſraelites, who though they /ang' God's 
Praiſes, Joon + forgat bis Works. She told 
me, the had been under Horror of Conſcience 
in former Afflictions, in the near Views of 
Death and Eternity. But, faid ſhe, I never 
faw my ſelf ſo vile and Jatbſeme, 2s 1 do now. 
Well may 1 with penitent Ephraim, finite up- 
on my Thigh: I am aſhamed, yea, even con- 
founded ||, a I 4% bear the Reproach of 
my Nuth. Jam vile, indeed, ſaid ſhe, fo me 
belongs Shame g. and Confuſio on of Face. But 
don't it belong to God, ſaid ſhe, to ſhero Mercy 
too? I loath myſelf ſo, ſaid ſhe, that I can- 
not live. O! I can't live any longer without 
Chri/t, I don't know how to bear myſelf, 1 
am fo vile. And yet I can 't be ſaid nay. I 
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There's a Parable, ſaid ſhe, of our Saviour's, 
about a Man's going to his Friend at Midnight 
| for Bread, who would not give him becauſe he 
| was his Friend (i. e. not barely upon the 


| Foot of his being ſuch) but becauſe of his Im- 


| portunity- . This, ſaid ſhe, is a great En- 
| couragement for me to be importunate with 
God for Mercy: And through his Gracc, I 
will be ſo. She was deeply impreſs'd with the 
Value of Time, and the Nearneſs, Importance, 
and Weight of Eternity. And would fre- 
| quently ſay, that her Time was ſhort, her 
Work great, and her Strength ſmall, and 
therefore ſhe needed the beſt Aſſiſtance with 
Regard to her eternal Intereſts, When one 
was reading filently in the Room, come read 

with me, faid ſhe, for Time is precious with 
me, I have not a Minute to ſpare, If any 
chriſtian Friend came in ſeaſonably to viſit 

her; or but a ſuitable Book was put into her 
Hands, ſhe ey'd the Hand of God moſt di- 
ſtinctly in it, and admir'd his Goodneſs, She 

likewiſe obſerv'd and admir'd the Kindneſs of 
God, in turning the Hearts of her Enemies to 

become her Friends, ſo that ſome whoſe Spi- 

rits had been imbitter'd againſt her, were as 
| kind (as ſhe expreſs'd it) as her own Siſters, 


The Lord thus fulfilling his Word, when 4 


I. 


Luke xi, 1. Ia Luke xi, 8, 
0 Man's 


would fain wrefle with God, for the Bleſng, 
and not let bim go. Lord teach me to pray *\ 


( 50 ) 
Man's Ways pleaſe 3 be will male even 
his Enemies || to be at Peace with him. Her 
Concern about Salvation, was ſo great, that 
ſhe grudg'd the very Time that was taken 


up in Eating and Slceping, for the Refreſhment 


of her frail Nature, Nay the Anguiſh of her 
Spirit was ſuch, that 3 many Nights ſucceſ- 
ſively, ſhe took little or no Reſt, The 
Chriſtian Pilgrim, ſhe obſerv'd, might well 
groan under the Burden of his Guilt, till he 
came to the Croſs, for ſaid ſhe, 1 find it ſo. 
Her Cries and Dolours proceeding from a 
wounded Spirit, were ſo diſmal and pier 

that the Gentleman who lodg'd under the Roof, 
was oblig'd to remove his Quarters, | And 
when Nature ſcem'd to be quite enfeebled and 
ſpent, ſhe had ſuch Supplies of Strength to vent 
her Cries, as was truly amazing. The Intenſe- 
neſs and Vigour of her Spirit, about eternal 
Things, was ſuch, that when animal Nature 
was extremely low, and ſhe had hardly Strength 
to utter herſelf about the Affairs of Life ; ſhe 
would ſometimes, as waking from a languiſn- 
ing and broken Slumber, to the Surprize of all 
about her, pour out ber Seul, with ſuch frong 
Cries and Supplications, as to be heard into the 
Street. At which Seafons, eſpecially, (which 
were not a few) the vaineſt Hearts appear'd 
ſerious, and the moſt flinty Spirits could 
not approach her without being melted. She 
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exceedingly dreaded being a Hypocrite, and 
when once ſhe {| ſomewhat to her Re- 
lations about the Bed, ſo as all in the Room did 
not hear, ſhe aſk'd me if that was not a 
denying of Cbriſt. Which ſhew'd the Ten- 
derneſs of her Conſcience, However, after 
ward, ſhe got Strength againſt that Timorouſ- 
neſs, and ſpoke freely of the Concerns of 
her Soul, before Perſons of all Ranks. A 
young Gentlewaman of Figure and Diſtinction 
being preſent,” ſhe cried with Vehemence in 
her uſual Tone, for a Chriſt to her periſhing 
Soul; The young Lady replied, Mrs. ange, 
I hope you will have a Cbriſt. To a Chriſtian 
Neighbour that ſpake ſomewhat cdmfortable 
to her, ſhe replied, O I'm a wicked Wretch ; 
I would not have you think there's any thing 
of Good in me. And intimated, that the Ap- 
probation of Friends, and Cenſures of Enemies, 
were both as nothing to her, who muſt ſo ſoon 
ſtand before her Judge. If all the World 
ſhould condemn her, ſhe valued it not, ſhe 
ſaid, if God would clear her. And if all the 
World ſhould juſtify her, ſhe look'd upon 
it as nothing if God ſhould condemn her, 


And would often expreſs herſelf with be- 


coming Jealouſy to this Purpoſe: O! if I 
ſhould be found a — at laſt, and 
number d among the fooliſh Virgins! Lord 
make me ſincere. O give me a new Heart. 
The two cardinal or leading Graces of Re- 
pentance and Faith, were manifeſtly interwoven 
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in all her Speeches. To a Neighbour that fat 
up with her, ſhe ſaid, (for Inſtance) that her 
Heart was miſerably hard, hard as a Rock, 
that ſhe could not repent as ſhe fain would; 

and eſpecially as ſhe moſt vehemently defir'd 
to do, when ſhe conceiv'd any Hopes of God's 
Mercy to her Soul, To another Neighbour 
ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had been a wicked Creature, 

and ſpent all her Time in Vanity and Sin, the 
Pride of Life, and the Faſhions of the World, 

and was ready to fear leſt ſhe had ſinn'd be- 
yond the Reach of Mercy *; and yet ſhe de- 
fir'd to caſt her ſelf wholly at the Feet of 
Chriſt, a 7 F ſhe periſh'd *, ſhe would periſh 
there. 

bour to read ſome of Dr. Watts's Hymns to 
her in the Night, after a while ſhe ſaid, Hold, 

put in a Paper there. Why, do you like it, faid 


her Neighbour! Like it, ſhe replied, with 


great Quickneſs: Why it treats of the Blood 
of Chriſt. One Drop of that precious Blood 
would waſh my filthy Soul white for ever. Anc- 
ther Chr:i/tian Friend taking Leave of her, 
wiſh'd her the Preſence of God, or that God 
would be her Portion ; ſhe claſp'd her Hands 
together, and ſaid with great Emotion of Spirit, 
Amen, Amen, Amen, To proceed, to ano- 
ther Chriſtian Friend, ſhe ſaid, ſhe faw no- 
=_ in this World worth living for, wiſh'd 

might pleaſe God to prepare her for a bet- 
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e deſir'd another Chriftian Neigh- 
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and the Diſtreſs they ſaw her in, not to neg- 


EY 


ter, and ſhe ſhould have no Deſire to live here. 


That dying Work was hard Work, or that 
*twas an awful Thing to die. One mention'd 
for her Encouragement the Promiſes made in 
Scripture to great Sinners, ſuch as Magdalen, 
&c. and ſhe cloſs'd in with it, faying, I 


am ſure I am a great and wicked Sin- 


ner, and wiſh'd ſhe might obtain like Mercy. 

Where there had been any Variance, ſhe 
ſought and obtain'd Reconciliation. She com- 
plain'd at firſt of ſome Difficulty ſhe found in 
performing this. Chriſtian Duty from the Heart. 


But when the Grace of God reach'd her, it 


quite mollified her Spirit. When ſhe tafted “ 
that the Lord was gracious, the Subjects of her 
once warm ' Reſentment were treated with all 
the Endearments of a warm and tender Affec- 
tion. As tis eſteem'd a Proof of the converted 


Thief's Repentance, that he took ſuch Pains 
in reproving his Fellow-Criminal, and labour'd 


the Point of his Converſion. So how care- 
fully did this penitent Creature rectify her Er- 
rors, where ſhe had given any wrong Advice? 


How fervently did ſhe exhort and addreſs all 
that came near her, to mind the Concerns of 


Eternity, and ſecure an Intereſt in Chriſt, what- 
ever they negleted? How warmly did ſhe 
importune, and how ſolemnly did ſhe charge 
young ones, her Companions in Vanity and 
Sin, eſpecially, to take Warning by her, 
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le& their Preparations for Death, to a fick or 


a dying Bed? To her neareſt Relation, ſhe gave 
in my Hearing a great deal of heavenly Coun- 
ſe] and Advice; and repeated her moſt ſolemn 
Admonitions to him, to live in the Fear of God, 
and not to reſtrain Prayer before him, to at- 
tend the pureſt Ordinances of God's Worſhip, 
to ſecure an Intereſt in Chriſti, to educate his 
Family in the Fear of God, and to prepare for 
Death. For, ſaid ſhe, You have the Advan- 
tage of a Warning in me, that I had not: 
And woe to you, if you negle& it. And this 
the repeated at mo Intervals, as long as ſhe 
could ſpeak. 

About three Days before her Diſſolution, 
ſhe was apprehended 'by herſelf, and all about 
her, to be juſt launching into the Ocean of 
Eternity. I was ſent for, and found her Con- 
cern roſe higher, and her Diſtreſs increas d, 
to a very great Degree indeed. The Trouble 
of her Spirit, that at firſt was but Ancle deep , 
(as it were) had now ſwell'd to an overwhelm- 
ing Flood, if Divine Mercy had not ſet Bounds 
to it. She at the ſame time pour'd out her 
Soul to God, in the Preſence of numerous 
Spectators, in ſuch a fervent Strain, notwith- 
ſtanding the Extreme Weakneſs of her Body, 
as to be heard afar off; and in ſuch a melt- 
ing Manner, as to diflolve all the Hearts in 
the Room, and draw Tears of Compaſſion 
from every Eye. Lord, ſaid ſhe, © Here comes 


| Ezek, xlvu. "= 
. a poor 
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a poor Sinner, loſt and undone to all Eter- 


© nity, if thou doſt not look upon me. But 
i of how can I bear to dwell for ever where 


© God's Name is blaſphem'd ? Lord, make me 


* a Door heeper in thy Houſe above, and grant 
me the meaneſt Place there. Lord, I'm 
* exceedingly guilty and vile; but one Drop 
* of thy Blood is ſufficient to pardon and 
Gen me from all my Sins. * Fe of, 
© waſh me in thy precious Blood. Lord, here 
© comes a great Sinner, a vile Sinner; does not 
* Feſus receive ſuch ? Is not he able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt || all that come unto God by 
him? Thou who ſavedſt the Thief upon the 
© Croſs, O pardon and fave me. Son of God 
© have Mercy on me, And though (as I ac- 
knowledge to my Shame) I was flow of Heart 
+ to believe; The thing being in itſelf fo rare 
and extraordinary: And found my Hands 
ſometimes weakned by my unbelieving Fears 
as to the Iſſue of the Work. Being ready to 
fay, as God to the Prophet, Can theſe dry 
Bones live *? Or with Martha, Siſter of La- 

' Zarus, concerning the dead and corrupting Bo- 
dy of her Brother, Lord by this Time it flink- 
eth + : For he hath been dead four Days. So 

I was ready to limit the Holy One of Iſrael, 
by ſaying within myſelf, Lord, has not this 
Soul been dead in Sin ſo many Years? And 
wilt thou ſhew Wonders to the dead | ? Shall 
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the dead ariſe and praiſe thee ! At the ſame 
time I thought with my ſelf, ſurely this can't. 


be the Language of unrenewed Nature. What 


gracious Words are theſe, that proceed out of 


her Mouth ? May I not hope that God has in- 


deed caſt the Seeds of his Grace into this poor 


Creature. If ever I heard a believing Peni- 
tent, pour out its Soul to God, I ſurely heard 


it juſt now. Theſe evident and eminent Fruits 
of Repentance, and Faith muſt have a Root to 
grow upon. And yet my Jealouſies were ſuch, 

that (even at this time) my Fears prevail d 


above my Hopes. Inſomuch that Perſons of 


Judgment and Experience in the Things of 


God, were griev'd to ſee me ſtand it out ſo 


long; and wonder'd I did not adminiſter the 
ftrong Conſolations I of the Goſpel to her, as a 
Perſon who had fled for Refuge, to the Goſ- 
pel-Hope and Appointment. The Lord at 
length took a ſovereign Method to remove all 
my Fears on that Head, by lifting up the 
Light of his Countenance * on his Handmaid, 
and ſhining on her diſtreſſed Soul with ſeveral 
great and precious Promiſes, which fill'd her 
for a time, with Joy and Peace in believing. 
And what is worthy of Remark, three of her 
Chriftian Friends, mov'd by the Diſtreſs and 


Anguiſh they. ſaw her in, were engag'd ſepe- 


rately, without knowing each others Minds, 
and were much enlarg'd on ber Account, at the 
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very Seaſon of her Deliverance; nay one of 
them had the very Promiſe that was firſt 
brought to her Mind, and of the greateſt Re- 
lief to her, which ſhe fed on for Hours toge- 
ther with lively and precious Application, im- 
preſs'd at the ſame time with great Sweetneſs 
and Power, viz. Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the Sin || of the World. 
Which (whatever Judgment others may make) 

I could not but look upon, as a Token of Sal- 
vation I and that of God, For the Faithful Jz- 
HOVAH never ſets his Seal toa Blank. The next 
Morning her Countenance (as ] preſently ob- 
ſerv' d) was fill'd with Serenity and Smiles, which 
till then, had been the Seat of ghaſtly Hor- 
ror. Then being overpower'd with Conviction, 

I firmly believed, that God had viſited her Soul 
with Mercy, and redeem'd her with the ſaving 
Strength * of his right Hand. And looking up- 
on her with .a Mixture of Wonder and De- 
light, I faid to her, You can never be 
thankful enough for that rich, free, and So- 
vereign Mercy that has look'd upon you in your 
low Eſtate. She replied, with a heavenly Smile 
in her Countenance, I deſire to praiſe him for e- 
ver. And then preſently turn'd upon herſelf with 
ſome Keenneſs of Reflection, as became ſuch 
a Penitent ; But O it wounds me, that I have 
not liv'd to his Praiſe ! She added however, 
that ſhe would not be in the ſame State of Va- 
nity and Sin, which ſhe formerly liv'd in, for 
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a Thouſand Worlds, Her Spirit was then much 
at Liberty for ſome Time, and the feem'd 40 
loath herſelf moſt, when ſhe moſt hop'd that 
God was paciſied + towards her. She ſaid to 
a Chriſtian Friend, that God might well /augh 
at her Calamity ||, and mock when ber Fear 
came. And that if he dent her to Hell, he 
ſhould have the Glory of it. That Friend 
ſaid to her, (for the Trial of her Faith) What 
if God damns you, ſhall he have the Glory of 
it? She replied, with great Energy and Free- 
dom of Spirit, yea he ſhall have the Glory of 
his Juſtice upon me. But if God would 
vouchſafe to look upon ſuch a vile Sinner in 
Mercy, he ſhould have the greateſt Glory 
that ever he had in the Salvation of any. 
When ſhe call'd for Water, in her extreme 
Thirſt, after Death had ſeiz d her, She ſaid 
in my Hearing, ſhe hop'd ſhe ſhould not call 
for Water to cool her Tongue, in the other 
World. Another time ſhe complain'd of Thirſt, 
I faid, I hop'd ſhe thirſted more for Chr:f, 
his Righteouſneſs and Spirit. She anſwer'd with 
great Alacrity that ſhe did. At another time 
ſhe cried out with great Vehemence, Ol for 
one Drop of the Blood of Chrift ! And graſping a 
Chriſtian Friend by the Hand, ſhe ſaid, O if ever 
I come to Heaven, how ſhall I ftand and ad- 
mire at myſelf, and at the free Grace of Gd? I 
think I ſhall be the greateſt Miracle there. 
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in Heaven, over one repent- 
ing Sinner, She often breath'd after Diſſo- 
lation, and expreſs d her longing Deſires to be 
Body, if it were the Will of 
God. And could hardly think of Life with 
becoming Patience, though in other Reſpects, 
ſhe was a Pattern of Patience; for though 
her Pains were unſpeakably great, her Patience 
ſurmounted them all. To an intimate Acquain- 
tance, who aſk'd her, if ſhe could not on any 
Account be reconcil'd to Life; ſhe replied, if 
ſhe could hve in Health and Pleaſure, and be 
Poſſeſſor of a Kingdom, ſhe bad rather die, 


and go to Chriſt, which is far better, When 


an ancient Chriſtian took leave of her with 
great Affection and Tears, ſhe charg'd her 
not to pray for her Life: for, added the, I 
have no Defire to live here, but I hope we 
ſhall meet together in a better World. For a 
conſiderable time before ſhe died, her Affec- 
tions ſeem'd to be quite taken off from the 
Affairs of Time, and ſwallow'd up with thoſe 


of Eternity. She could not bear to hear any 


Thing of the World; the deareſt Objects of 
Time, had wholly loſt their Charms with her. 
Nor did ſhe take any Notice of her Children, 
the Fruit of her Bowels, except it were to 
pray for them. And as ſhe approach'd to 
the World of Love, ſhe ſeem'd to grow won- 
derfully in a Spirit of Love. She would fome- 
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times ſpeak, how dearly ſhe loved the Chil. 
dren of God, and tell her Chriſtian Friends, 
that ſhe could not expreſs the Strength and 


Penderneſs of her Affections towards them, 
And though her Admonitions were awful and 
ſolemn, they were at the ſame time moſt ten- 
der and affectionate, flowing from a peculiar 


Softneſs of Spirit. When ſhe had been preſ- 


ſing it cloſely upon the Conſcience of a young 


Woman of her Acquaintance, who was in a 
declining State of Health, to forſake the Va- 


nities of the World, to ſecure the grand Point, 
and get in a Readineſs to follow her; for, 
ſaid ſhe, I think you will not be long after 
me, She preſently check'd herſelf, and faid, 
perhaps I have proceeded too far. When ſhe 


took her Leave of me, twas in that pretty 


manner, I thank you, dear Sir, for your La- 
bour of Love, beſtowed on me; I'm ſorry I 
can make you no Recompence for all your 


Kindneſs; I pray God your Joy may be doubled 


in Heaven, I told her I was richly recom- 


p_ in what I ſaw (through the divine 


lefling) of the Fruit of my Labours. How- 
ever, though ſhe thus ripened for Glory, ſhe 
had for a conſiderable Time before her Releaſe 


by Death, a mighty Conflict with the Powers 


of Darkneſs, Satan knowing his Time was 

ſhort, muſter'd up all his Forces againſt this 

cboſen Veſſel, if it were poſſible, to daſh it to 

Pieces aſſaulting her with heavy Temptations 
| | to 
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to Deſpair, ſuggeſting that twas too late to 
repent; that ſhe had committed the unpardon- 
able Sin, Sc. But, faid ſhe (through Grace) 
I won't deſpair. And pray'd much for Faith 
to reſiſt the Enemy of her Salvation. After 
ſhe had been long grappling with theſe helliſn 
Suggeſtions, ſhe broke out to this Purpoſe ; 
O what a. Combat do I ftill endure! Lord 
give me Faith and Patience. Come Lord Fe- 
fas, ſubdue Satan, take out the Sting of Death 
for me: And dear Lord forſake me not. And 
as the Saviour pray'd the more fervently in 
his increaſing Agonies *. So when the Agony 
of this young Believer, was at the ſtrongeſt, 
ſhe pour'd out Cries and Tears + with unut- 
terable Vehemency of Spirit, ſaying, My God 
haſt thou forſaken me? My God haſt thou for- 
alen me? O my God forſake me not ||. And 
the was heard in that ſhe fear d, inaſmuch 
as for ſome time before ſhe deceas'd, the Ene- 
my was ſomewhat reſtrained, ſhe lay calmer, 
and ſo far recollected her Spirit, and recover'd 
the Actings of her Grace, as to reſign up her 
Soul to God, in the Exerciſe of a humble and 
lively Faith, ſaying with her laſt Breath, In- 
fo thine Hands, fweet Feſus, do I commit T my 
Spirit, Sy 
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 QOON muſt this Tenement of Clay; 
Diſſolv'd in Ruins lie: _ 
Soon mult the Spirit wing its Way, 
The groſſer Body die. 


= - 
The - heaving Lungs ſhall ceaſe to blow, 
And fan the vital Air: | 
The circling Flood forget to flow, 

The lab'ring Brain its Care. 


3. 
The throbbing Pulſe ſhall dance no more, 
But ceaſe its wanton Play: 
Its active Limbs frozen all o'er, 
Jo diſmal Death give Way. 


4. 
Our Comelineſs muſt ſadly change, 
Into corrupting Forms; 
Each Limb and Feature, horrid! ſtrange! 
Become a Prey for Worms. 


| 5. 

But Gop ſhall call our ſcatter d Duſt, 
Rebuild each moulder'd Bone: 
And at the Riſing of the Juſt, 
Adorn us as his own, . 


CnrisT ſhall the Monſter Death diſarm, 
Tear out its hurtful Sting; 

And free his Subjects from the Harm 
Of that accurſed Thing. c 


7. He 


7 
- 


7. 

He bought our Souls with precious 
And ranſom'd us from proc — 
When he as our kind Surety ſtood, 

And as Our Victim ar 


And now he lives and * | 
Fe forms our Souls anew: ; 
Fills: them with heav'nly Grace and Love; 

8 We bis Face may view. 


err in an Houſe not CTY by Storms; 

A Building all Divine: 

Where Saints in all their brighteſt Forms, 
Of Love and Glory 9 


There perfect Rlifs ſhall bies our Eyes, 
And Joys that never waſt : 

If Pleaſure's River won't ſuffice, 
The Fountain we ſhall taſt. 
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ANOTHER. 


Alapted to the Cafe of the decear. 


Eceiv'd by Abri! gs of Hell, 
The Wand' rer loft her God: 
And in deſtructive Paths of Sin, 
She long ſecurely trod. 


2. 
She drank with curſed, eager Guſt, 
The luſcious Poiſon in, 
Till mortal Symptoms loud proclaim'd, 
The fatal Reign of = 


' Darkneſs o'erſpreads and 3 her Mind, 
Sin captivates her Will: 

To heav'nly Works and Joys averſe; 
But prone to all that's ill. 


4. Each 


=> 


Each better Pow'r ſorts wad pet 
By ſenſual Baits and Charms; 
She falls a helpleſs wretched * 

In the Deſtroyer's _ THT 


The yawning Pit ope's Jide her Mouth, 
The guilty Wretch t' encloſe : ' 
And ſpits and belches horrid Flame, 
With Curſe, and * and Woes. 


But Sov'reign Mercy Area with Speed, 

Its kind and pow'rful rm; 

And fav'd the trembling ſinking Wretch, 
From the impending 3 


7* 
Almoſt her heavy Eyes were clos 'd, 
In an eternal Night: _ 
When lo! the Day pong + from « on high, 
Darts a reviving Light ! 


Tho? rotting in the Grave of Sin, 
New Life the Saviour gives; 

He ſpake one pow'rful ſaving Word, 
And lo the Sinner lives 


She ow the Life of Faith and Love, 
The Life of Hope divine: 
Repentance, and each heav* nly Grace 
In her do meet and ſhine. 
| 10. 
Where helliſh Wrath and Envy reign'd, 
Now rules celeſtial Love:. 
The ＋ thus ſweetly tun'd and forn'd 
Pants for the W above. 
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